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these excellent counsels of my lord, your dear father,
and that you fail not continually, once in four or five
days, to read them over.

And for a final leave-taking for this time, see that you
show yourself as a loving, obedient scholar to your good
master, to govern you yet many years, and that my lord
and I may hear that you profit so in your learning as
thereby you may increase our loving care of you, and
deserve at his hands the continuance of his great joy, to
have him often witness with his own hands the hope he
hath in your well-doing.

Farewell, my little Philip, and once again the Lord
bless you !

Your loving mother,

MARY SIDNEY.

Neither letter nor postscript was dated. Both
were probably written either shortly before or soon
after Sir Henry Sidney's return to Ireland, whither
he was sent at the close of 1565, and whither we
must follow him to see something of his occupations
while the little Philip was at school in Shrewsbury.
Of Philip himself we have no further knowledge till
his school days were over.

Sir Henry was thrice Lord Deputy of Ireland, and
the work there done by him, as the ablest and wor-
thiest of Queen Elizabeth's viceroys, occupies an im-
portant place in the history of this reign. But here
only so much may be said about it as is necessary
to explain some passages in his son's life.

He and Lady Sidney started for Dublin at the end
of November, 1565, but more than six weeks were
occupied in the journey. They were detained by